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SALARIES AND ALLOWANCES AMENDMENT (DEBT AND DEFICIT REMEDIATION) BILL 2017 
480. Dr M.D. NAHAN to the Premier: 
I refer to the Salaries and Allowances Amendment (Debt and Deficit Remediation) Bill 2017 that seeks to freeze 
the wages of senior public servants, including judges, the Parliamentary Inspector of the Corruption and Crime 
Commission and members of Parliament, to restrain wages growth. Will the Premier commit to making nine of 
his ministers pay back the wilful double-dipping of their car allowances, worth up to $5 300 per minister—
altogether more than $45 000—which he can and should do, and require them to pay it back? 
Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
We will debate tomorrow the legislation I brought in this morning. I hope the opposition agrees to support it; it 
will save in the vicinity of $20 million over the forward estimates, and I think it sets a good example for the 
remainder of the public sector—that there is a strong approach from this government to restraining expenditure at 
the higher levels. We need to set a good example. 
I note that the State Administrative Tribunal ruling that the Leader of the Opposition referred to came in under his 
government.  

Dr M.D. Nahan: No, it didn’t. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: It came in under his government, in December, so that — 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members, you asked a question. Just listen.  

Dr M.D. Nahan interjected. 

The SPEAKER: I am on my feet, Leader of the Opposition.  

Mr M. McGOWAN: It was promulgated during the term — 

Dr M.D. Nahan interjected. 

The SPEAKER: I call the Leader of the Opposition for the first time. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: It was promulgated during the term of the last government. Therefore, if anyone has 
responsibility for this, it is the Liberal and National Parties. I remind the house — 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: We are not going to have what we had yesterday. Just listen to the answer. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: I remind the house that during the course of the last government the Leader of the Opposition 
presented a report to the Parliament, detailing how he used public funds to go on holiday in the United States. Is 
he going to repay all the money he used to travel all over America? There he was — 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr M. McGOWAN: There he was, visiting Disneyland and all those other wonderful tourism destinations in the 
United States at public expense. He not only did that, he also had the temerity to write a travel report for all of us to 
read about his big holiday around America, which taxpayers funded. My question to the Leader of the Opposition is: 
is he going to pay back the $15 000 he took from taxpayers? 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Just before we go on, I call the member for Carine for the first and second times, and I call the 
member for Nedlands for the first time. This is not a shouting match. 
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